
Poquoson
Blueway Map
Canoe & Kayak Trails

Poquoson, an ancient term for “great 
marsh” is a paddler’s paradise. Its 87 
miles of beautiful shoreline beckon you 
for a “day at play on the bay”, silently 
encouraging you to explore numerous 
inlets and coves.

The City’s water trails meander 
through a great variety of flora and 
fauna, taking you within a stone’s 
throw of bald eagles, heron, deer, 
marsh grasses, and wild flowers.

Other points of interest are easily visible 
during your aquatic excursion including 
views of Factory Point, NASA/ Langley 
Research Center, and Langley Air Force 
Base. Your waterway travel is a seamless 
journey around the City connected by 
the Poquoson River and Back River.
Tidal waters host an ever-changing 
environment.   

Small Craft Safety Tips

1. Always wear a life jacket.

2.  Know your ability and the demands 
of the waterways.

3.  Stay hydrated and bring plenty of 
drinking water.

4. Avoid paddling at night and during 
unstable weather conditions.

5. Use sunscreen and wear a hat to 
protect yourself from sunburn.

6. Please help in keeping our waterways 
clean by properly disposing of trash.

7. Check weather and wind conditions 
prior to your trip.
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Poquoson is located w
ithin m

inutes of 4 m
an-m

ade 
fishing reefs. All are a short trip by boat from

 m
ost 

launching points in the City.* 
York Spit Reef “YS” by buoy; located east of the entrance 
to the York River, ½

 nautical m
ile south of New

 Point 
Com

fort Shoal.
Poquoson Reef “PQ” by buoy; approx. 2½

 nautical m
iles 

east of the Goodw
in Islands and northw

est of Poquoson 
River channel buoy “4”. The reef runs parallel to the 
Poquoson River channel.
Back River Reef “BR” by buoy; circular reef located 3 
nautical m

iles east of Plum
 Tree Point betw

een Back 
River and Poquoson River.
Bluefish Rock “BF” by buoy; approx. 4½

 nautical m
iles 

east of Buckroe Beach and the entrance to Salt Ponds. 
*For m

ore detailed reef  inform
ation visit:

https://www.vasaltwaterjournal.com
/m

aps/reef_m
ap.php

W
hitehouse Cove M

arina
757-508-2602
Lat 37

o 0.30N Lon 76
o 22.38 W

 
105-B Rens Road, Poquoson, VA  
w

hitehousecovem
arina.com

165 boat slips, deep w
ater access to the Chesapeake 

Bay; floating docks w
ith full length finger piers. Transient 

dockage for boats up to 110 feet. O
n-site facilities  include 

sw
im

m
ing pool, free W

i-Fi, picnic area, pet friendly, 
laundry, show

er &
 restroom

 facilities. 50 am
p pow

er 
service, free public boat ram

p (Rens Road) nearby.  Enjoy 
the Surf Rider Restaurant and the coastal sunsets as you 
dine on the outdoor deck also located at W

hitehouse 
Cove M

arina. 

M
essick Point

757-868-3580
Lat 37° 06.5N  Lon 76° 19.1W
380 M

essick Road,  Poquoson, VA
Boat slips for rent. Convenient and easily accessible  free 
public boat ram

ps on-site. Slips accom
m

odate boats up 
to 40 feet long. W

ater and electrical service available 
at the pier. Easy and  convenient, free daytim

e trailer 
parking. Sm

all craft launch on-site. Public restroom
 

facilities and picnic area. 

York Haven M
arina

757-868-4532 
100 M

ingee Street, Poquoson, VA
yorkhavenm

arina.com
 

79 boat slips;  M
LW

 of 6’; services include haul-outs up to 
65’; 50 ton travel-lift, 10 ton forklift,  contracted or do-it-
yourself repair yard. 

Islander M
arina

757-592-8098
127 E. River Rd, Poquoson, VA.
Slips available for rent; 30 am

p service; accom
m

odating 
boats up to 44’. 

Poquoson Ave.

Messick Rd.

Wythe Creek Rd.

Hun
ts 

Nec
k R

d.

Yorkto
wn Rd.

Vi
ct

or
y 

Bl
vd

.

Cedar Rd.

Li
ttl

e 
Fl

or
id

a 
Rd

.Rens Rd.

Co
w

 Is
la

nd

BL
UE

W
AY

 T
RA

IL
S

PA
RK

IN
G 

AV
AI

LA
BL

E

PU
M

P 
OU

T 
ST

AT
IO

N 
FO

R 
BO

AT
S

PI
CN

IC
 A

RE
A

RE
ST

RO
OM

LA
UN

CH
IN

G 
RA

M
P

0
1

0.
5

M
ile

Pl
um

 Tr
ee

 Is
lan

d W
ild

lif
e R

efu
ge

Poquoson Ave.

Messick Rd.

Wythe Creek Rd.

Hun
ts 

Nec
k R

d.

Yorkto
wn Rd.

Vi
ct

or
y 

Bl
vd

.

Cedar Rd.

Li
ttl

e 
Fl

or
id

a 
Rd

.Rens Rd.

0
1

0.
5

M
ile

Poquoson Ave.

Messic
k R

d.

Wythe Creek Rd.

Hun
ts 

Nec
k R

d.

Yorkto
wn Rd.

Vi
ct

or
y 

Bl
vd

.

Cedar Rd.

Li
ttl

e 
Fl

or
id

a 
R

d.Rens Rd.

Co
w

 Is
la

nd

BL
U

EW
AY

 T
R

AI
LS

PA
R

KI
N

G
 A

VA
IL

AB
LE

PU
M

P 
O

U
T 

ST
AT

IO
N

 F
O

R
 B

O
AT

S

PI
CN

IC
 A

R
EA

R
ES

TR
O

O
M

LA
U

N
CH

IN
G

 R
AM

P

0
1

0
.5

M
ile

Pl
um

 Tr
ee

 Is
la

nd
 W

ild
lif

e R
ef

ug
e

Poquoson Ave.

Messic
k R

d.

Wythe Creek Rd.

Hun
ts 

Nec
k R

d.

Yorkto
wn Rd.

Vi
ct

or
y 

Bl
vd

.

Cedar Rd.

Li
ttl

e 
Fl

or
id

a 
R

d.Rens Rd.

0
1

0
.5

M
ile

Poquoson Ave.

Messick Rd.

Wythe Creek Rd.

Hun
ts 

Nec
k R

d.

Yorkto
wn Rd.

Vi
ct

or
y 

Bl
vd

.

Cedar Rd.

Li
ttl

e 
Fl

or
id

a 
Rd

.Rens Rd.

Co
w

 Is
la

nd

BL
UE

W
AY

 T
RA

IL
S

PA
RK

IN
G 

AV
AI

LA
BL

E

PU
M

P 
OU

T 
ST

AT
IO

N 
FO

R 
BO

AT
S

PI
CN

IC
 A

RE
A

RE
ST

RO
OM

LA
UN

CH
IN

G 
RA

M
P

0
1

0.
5

M
ile

Pl
um

 Tr
ee

 Is
lan

d W
ild

lif
e R

efu
ge

Poquoson Ave.

Messick Rd.

Wythe Creek Rd.

Hun
ts 

Nec
k R

d.

Yorkto
wn Rd.

Vi
ct

or
y 

Bl
vd

.

Cedar Rd.

Li
ttl

e 
Fl

or
id

a 
Rd

.Rens Rd.

0
1

0.
5

M
ile

Poquoson Ave.

Messic
k R

d.

Wythe Creek Rd.

Hun
ts 

Nec
k R

d.

Yorkto
wn Rd.

Vi
ct

or
y 

Bl
vd

.

Cedar Rd.

Li
ttl

e 
Fl

or
id

a 
R

d.Rens Rd.

Co
w

 Is
la

nd

BL
U

EW
AY

 T
R

AI
LS

PA
R

KI
N

G
 A

VA
IL

AB
LE

PU
M

P 
O

U
T 

ST
AT

IO
N

 F
O

R
 B

O
AT

S

PI
CN

IC
 A

R
EA

R
ES

TR
O

O
M

LA
U

N
CH

IN
G

 R
AM

P

0
1

0
.5

M
ile

Pl
um

 Tr
ee

 Is
la

nd
 W

ild
lif

e R
ef

ug
e

Poquoson Ave.

Messic
k R

d.

Wythe Creek Rd.

Hun
ts 

Nec
k R

d.

Yorkto
wn Rd.

Vi
ct

or
y 

Bl
vd

.

Cedar Rd.

Li
ttl

e 
Fl

or
id

a 
R

d.Rens Rd.

0
1

0
.5

M
ile

P
O

Q
U

O
SO

N
 IS

 T
H

E
 P

LA
C

E
T

o
 E

x
plo

r
e

City of Poquoson Bluew
ay

W
ater Trails in The City of Poquoson

visitpoquoson.com
 

Poquoson, Virginia

M
es

sic
k 

Po
in

t t
o 

Re
ns

 R
oa

d 
La

nd
in

g 
is 

ap
pr

ox
. 8

 m
ile

s. 
Be

 
su

re
 to

 fo
llo

w 
th

e 
co

as
tli

ne
 a

s 
th

e 
wa

te
r i

s 
sh

al
lo

w 
an

d 
be

st
 

fo
r 

sm
al

l c
ra

ft 
in

 t
he

se
 a

re
as

. A
s 

yo
u 

ap
pr

oa
ch

 m
or

e 
op

en
 

wa
te

r, 
co

nd
iti

on
s 

ar
e 

ve
ry

 t
id

al
, 

an
d 

cu
rre

nt
 c

an
 b

e 
ve

ry
 

st
ro

ng
. N

ot
e 

th
at

 th
e 

Pl
um

 T
re

e 
W

ild
lif

e 
Re

fu
ge

 is
 n

ot
 o

pe
n 

to
 th

e 
pu

bl
ic.

 D
ue

 to
 th

e 
fra

gi
le

 h
ab

ita
ts

 a
nd

 s
af

et
y 

co
nc

er
ns

 
as

so
cia

te
d 

wi
th

 it
s 

fo
rm

er
 u

se
 a

s 
a 

bo
m

bi
ng

 r
an

ge
, p

ub
lic

 
ac

ce
ss

 is
 p

ro
hi

bi
te

d.
 O

ff-
sit

e 
wi

ld
lif

e 
vi

ew
in

g i
s o

nl
y p

er
m

itt
ed

 
fro

m
 a

dj
ac

en
t  

wa
te

rs
. W

he
n 

th
e 

pr
ev

ai
lin

g 
ea

st
, n

or
th

ea
st

, o
r 

so
ut

he
as

t w
in

d 
is 

at
 it

s p
ea

k, 
m

od
er

at
e 

to
 h

ea
vy

 w
av

e 
ac

tio
n 

is 
th

e 
no

rm
.


